
 

 

SAMPLE PREFACE 

 

Our deepest wishes are whispers of our authentic selves. We must learn to respect them. We 

must learn to listen. 

Sarah Ban Breathnach 

 

This book has been written because my wife’s career was amazingly unusual, 

and hopefully, it will be beneficial to inspire you the reader. For thirty years, she was 

given enticing invitations. She accepted them. It is my hope that my writing what 

actually happened will benefit you and others. 

The invitations came unexpectedly from individuals, organizations, 

manufacturers, and media. Rarely was she familiar with any of those extending them. 

Nearly all of them came as surprises. Some involved learning and challenges, but that 

made them special, to make Dee grow. 

Right up front I will say that this book provides no formulas, no magic bullets, 

and no list of precisely what to do. It tries to say how Dee thought about her day, her 

life, and the world around her. 

She believed that invitations and opportunities are everywhere, and they come 

from a God who loves everyone. We need to pay attention. Call God the Source, the 

Universe, Creator, Love, the Christ Presence, Allah, Divine Mind. Use any term that you 

like. Use what fits for you. Preferably, make your premise a God of Love rather than a 

punishing God. Choose thinking that encourages, energizes, and inspires you. All of us 

can choose what we believe, what we think, and how we choose to feel, so choose 

beliefs that will serve you. Why choose anything else? Dee believed that the Universe 



wants what is good for her. She believed it with all her heart. 

Before Dee began her thirty-year career, which I will discuss in this book, we 

were both public school educators. She was a teacher, and I taught before becoming an 

elementary school principal. As a side job, to increase income, we sold a program for 

life planning, and we put the long-range planning program to use for ourselves. Our 

plans produced as many disappointments as successes, and it was stressful and 

sometimes disappointing as we doggedly kept to our plans with mixed results. Long-

range planning with firm goals, objectives, tasks, and time lines work for many; I am 

not discounting them if they work for you. But if they produce disappointments, stress, 

and blinders to what else is available, you might want to try something different. Long-

range planning can work in conjunction with prayerful inspiration. Just be flexible and 

ready to change direction when you get a better idea, and say yes to invitations and 

opportunities. 

How do you know if invitations received are beneficial? Research them, of 

course, and listen in contemplation. There should be a good feeling about them, a 

feeling of peace and a feeling that they are honest and fair. If not, beware. It gets down 

to faith and trust that prayerful listening, with whatever religious or nonreligious 

background you have, is a steadfast guide. 

After seventeen years in the classroom, Dee left teaching and “planned” 

differently than the steadfast planning for the future that we were both taught. Every 

morning she prayed, meaning she listened expectedly for inspiration, support, and 

inner guidance. She believed that all good things were available. She listened for what 

to do and expected an answer. She put joy and energy into her day as the first thing to 

do. She put God first, and she chose to toss out fear and negative thinking. She was, and 

is today, outstanding with short-term planning, usually in written form, once she gets a 

message for what is best to do. Though trained in long-range planning, she didn’t use it 

because she learned that when she remained open to inspiration, inner guidance led to 

invitations. I would tease her with the question, “What do you want to be doing in five 

years?” She didn’t know and didn’t want to know. 



I continued to write firm plans for the future in a variety of areas and measure 

my results. Results were a mixture of good and bad. Many goals and objectives simply 

didn’t materialize. This was not true with Dee. She was having doors open wide for her. 

There were many of them, and invitations were consistent. Her way was working better 

than mine. 

I listened prayerfully each morning, as Dee did, but holding to my plans; I was 

focused straight ahead, with little deviation. If ideas or “invitations” were coming my 

way, I seldom paid attention. If I paid attention, and was aware of them, I didn’t trust 

them. I held to my personal goals and objectives. I was looking for results with what I 

wanted, instead of what was best all the way around. 

I felt that things would be fine when plans I initially had for Dee’s business were 

realized. Dee was grateful before seeing anything happen, and she didn’t choose what 

the results had to be. She didn’t keep a list. She believed that whatever happened would 

be good. Moreover, she felt that all would be good and it was. Wayne Dyer said we will 

see it when we believe it. With Dee, “it” was not a specific thing, but rather an 

adventurous, trustful conviction that something good was on its way. 

I have learned to trust in Dee’s way. It is so much easier and I don’t miss the Aha 

ideas, the opportunities that are everywhere when I am open to them. The 

opportunities should be blessings and they should make the recipient a better person. 

Especially important is to take action. Many people get good ideas, even specific 

invitations, and take no action. This might be due to doubt, fear, distraction, lack of 

trust in the Creator, or lack of trust in ourselves. Inspiration Dee received produced 

enthusiasm. She called her enthusiasm “passion.” She wanted to share her passion that 

was creativity expressed through art because she believed it would benefit others. She 

wanted to title the book, I Share With Passion, but I chose Invitations Everywhere because 

every opportunity was an invitation. They were invitations we couldn’t plan or take 

credit for. Additionally, the title she wanted could be twisted with adolescent 

comments placed on YouTube and Twitter, which sadly we have seen happen. 

Reiterating, Dee gave up long-term planning and few had better short-term 



planning and organizational skills than Dee. She was known for them. HGTV televised 

a short presentation about her organization, filmed in her home studio. 

She had her head on straight so that she could be successful with the invitations 

received. The thirty years of consistent experiences described in this book showed me 

the importance of being open to invitations and opportunities that are abundantly 

everywhere, when through prayerful inspiration and trust, we are willing to be 

receptive to them. 

Should you be listening for directions to the good that is waiting for you? I think 

you might know what to do in your own way 

 

C. Warren Gruenig 

Happy Husband 

 


